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The Lord Jesus, being Truth, was teaching only the Truth. This did not please either the Pharisees
or the Elders of that time. These old hypocrites loved falsehood and lies. In our present times, we have
many such people. These are found even among Christians. Some disregard the truth while others hate
the truth. They either season the truth with falsehoods and lies which obliterates the truth, or they
don’t speak the truth at all.

Just as in the days of Christ, so also in our times that one can rarely find a person who does not
act according to egoism and does not flatter others in order that they in turn would flatter him.
Duplicity, hypocrisy and lies; pretending and leading others into error. Truth enlightens the mind, repairs
the heart and revives the soul. Lying deceives, upsets and ruins. It touches every order and introduces
chaos.

Truth is needed everywhere, always and by everyone. There is no state in life or age to which
truth is not profitable. It is just as important to him who stands on the highest rung of society as it is to
him who is on the lowest rung; to him who labors in a workshop as it is to him who holds a plough in his
hand. A judge, lawyer and client, each should always speak the truth and have truth govern all of his
actions. “Let your speech be: “Yes, yes, no, no” without fraud, evasiveness or lying. Let us remember
what someone once wrote: “A tree covered with fruit attracts to itself a host of greedy birds.”

In order to speak and proclaim the truth, one must have character and courage. You cannot flow
with the current. You must pay dearly for the truth once, and a second time with tears and sometimes
even with your blood. In spite of that, St. Paul proclaims, “May | only boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ!” Civilization, true civilization made progress only with the help of that very cross which once was
the sign of shame and the symbol of punishment. The world does not credit teachers or military
strategists with human progress. The cross and the teachings of the Crucified accomplished that.

We have glaring proof of that in the history of the Hotentotu. They are a branch of nomads
living in the southern part of Africa. Just forty years ago, this tribe was so savage and barbaric that their
main aim was cannibalism! They traded in children and sold their own wives. They took their elderly
parents, especially if they were sickly, into the forests where they tied them to the strongest trees and
left them there to be eaten by wild animals.

England wanted to civilize them by educating these savages in the fine arts, by building them
modern homes, by cultivating fields and setting up small gardens. Nothing worked.

The British then took their king Menelika to England. For five years they were educating him in
European customs. They taught him the mannerisms, behavior and refined European etiquette. Menelik
was a very good and willing student. The British then took him back to his own country. He had scarcely
settled down when he was informed that the neighboring tribe had declared war on his subjects.

That very day, Menelik not only stripped himself of the European clothing he was wearing, but
he dressed himself in the typical attire of a wild warrior. He painted his body and with the British
weapon in his hand, attacked the settlement of the enemy and was victorious. He commanded that the
leader who had been taken prisoner be brought before him.
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In the presence of the conquerors as well as the conquered, with his own hands, he
disconnected the skull of his enemy, sucked all of the blood out of the brain, cut the heart out of the
body that was still twitching and sank his teeth into it! Despite a five year stay in England among the
British, the savage remained a savage and the cannibal remained a cannibal. For a short time he had
changed his outward appearance, but interiorly, in his nature and in his soul, he remained an uncouth
barbarian!

Finally, one of the famous politicians and a diplomat suggested, “Let’s try God’s plan and teach
them the evangelical truths.” Thus, missionaries were sent to Menelik and his subjects. Under the
influence of the Cross and the teachings of the Crucified, Menelik was the first one to be baptized.
Shortly after, all of his subjects were also baptized. Today that tribe is one of the most peaceful tribes in
all of Africa. They lead a very human, God-fearing life. Above everything else, they respect and treasure
their women, children and all of the elderly.

It is amazing what the lesson of the Cross can accomplish! All the efforts of the sociologists and
various reformers were in vain. Nothing can take the place of the power of the Cross and the influence
of the Crucified. Unfortunately, not everyone recognizes this despite striking proofs. For them, the cross
is always the cause of scandal and an object of contempt. They behave as the French behaved when
they were under the impression that they would be able to erase this symbol of Christ not only from the
French lands, but even from the vaults of heaven.

In earlier times, a huge Cross stood at the entrance to every cemetery in France. Unfortunately,
the French authorities ordered that all these Crosses should be removed, all of them, without any
exceptions. In their place, broken columns were to be placed as a sign of death, which breaks a person’s
life. The reason that was given for this change was, “To respect the feelings of non-Christians.” Seeing
what is going on there in these present times, one must admit, even involuntarily, that not only does
God exist, but God'’s justice also exists.

A certain learned Protestant wrote: “The Cross should shine on all your public buildings and on
all of your palaces in order to remind you that you, too, have obligations and that a terrible judgment
awaits you for your sins. Christ’s charitable arms should also be outstretched over the huts of the poor,
in order to remind them that by sharing in Christ’s suffering, humiliation, difficulties and indigence, they
may also share in His glory, if only they are patient. Everyone, the great and the small, should gaze at the
Crucifix in order to learn humility and self-sacrifice in order to train themselves for battle with their
pride and other passions. Let us all remember this, especially during this Lenten season as we participate
in the Stations of the Cross and the Bitter Lamentations.
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February 27,1944
| greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

About two thousand years ago, there was a procession moving through the streets of Jerusalem
towards a high hill beyond the city. With the exception of a small group of individuals, this mob kept
breaking out in long and loud cries of satisfaction and glee! A cordon of fierce looking soldiers
surrounded the condemned man who was stumbling forward, carrying a high, thick and heavy cross on
his shoulders. According to his sentence, he was to be spread out and nailed to it.

This condemned prisoner’s head was covered as with a helmet made of thick, spiked thorns
twisted together. Sweat, tears and blood poured from the brow, eyes and cheeks of the tortured and
exhausted prisoner who will soon be hung between heaven and earth in order to be laughed at, jeered
and cursed by these mobs. He must be some great evil-doer, bandit, murderer or revolutionist against
all law and order in order to bring upon himself such a shameful and public punishment — death by
crucifixion!

This procession slows down because the condemned prisoner falls under the weight of the
cross. His executioners spit on him. They push and pull at him and there are even some who kick him.
And this happens three times. But, who is this man? What kind of person is he that so many curses and
so much revenge is being hurled at him?

He is the One who for three years had walked through the cities and towns preaching and
teaching the people of the love of God and neighbor. He is the One who reprimanded those who were
liars, proud, empty and self-praising while he praised the meek and the humble. It is He who
condemned the egoistic rich, those who were unjust to orphans, widows and those who worked hard
but always stood in defense of the handicapped, the persecuted and the heavily oppressed. He is the
One who fed the hungry, who gave strength and health to those who were sick, who brought the dead
back to life and did so much good for everyone everywhere. For all of this good, people, in a manner
that was purely human, gave Him a terrible scourging and dressed Him in a scarlet robe. Then they
offered Him a crown of thorns! They insisted upon the penalty of death for Him. Now, with great
satisfaction and shouts of joy, they are leading Him on the way of the Cross to His death. Yes, this is the
people’s gratitude in the form of crosses, the way of the cross and finally death on a cross. That very
nation that had received so many signs of protection and tenderness from Christ, now allowed
themselves to be convinced that He was none other than a teacher of falsehoods and a disturber of the
peace, therefore to the cross with Him for He deserves that kind of death.

Finally, they achieved their goal for they had the satisfaction of seeing Christ on the cross,
whispering with His bloody, parched lips, “It is finished! Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.”
Then, Christ died!
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CHRIST SUFFERED FOR US

St. Peter the Apostle wrote this in his first letter: “Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example
that we may imitate Him.” For whom, if not for every one of us did He suffer, He who was drenched in a
bloody sweat in the Garden where He was able to foresee the enormous pain that awaited Him?; He
who was betrayed and sold for a meager thirty coins by a greedy and ungrateful Judas. He whose
unstable and weak disciple excused himself explaining, “I know not the man!” He who had been
dismissed as a fool by Annanias, had been showered with abuse by Caiphas, spit upon and beaten
mercilessly by malicious soldiers, condemned to death by unjust Pilate and in the end he was crucified
and hung between two thieves as though he was worthy of such companions.

Christ, as the Son of God, was exempt from any type of human suffering. However, being
obedient, He took upon Himself a human nature so that He could give satisfaction to the justice of His
Heavenly Father. He suffered and really died in the midst of the worst humiliations. Meditating on these
facts, St. Leon, moved with pity wrote, “Weeping and tears are needed here, not oratory!”

We should all understand that suffering is proper to us as human beings. They are innate to us
and inherited. Yet, when ailments hit us or crosses fall upon us, even the very smallest, we immediately
break out with complaints, not only against people, but even against God Himself. There are even times
when we curse and blaspheme. We become very disheartened and begin to despair. This is the behavior
of both a learned person and a simpleton. One who is indifferent to his faith and one who is a believer,
both behave thus.

It is evident that no one wants to and no one knows how to suffer together with Christ despite
the fact that our sufferings grow pale and almost completely disappear when compared to the
sufferings of Christ. There is no mature person on this earth who through his own personal experienced
would be convinced of the existence and the need for suffering. We are born during pain and we greet
the world with tearful whimpering. We are totally exhausted when we die. One last deep sigh filled with
sorrow and from our eyes roll out two heavy tears that cool on our pale and cold cheeks.

What happens between the cradle and the grave? Before we learn how to stand and walk on
our own two feet, we crawl upon the ground. The, we fall. We grow and we advance in years. We
experience difficulties, troubles, contradictions and a variety of adversities. In this earthly journey, in
this life’s pilgrimage here, stand very tall mountains and there, wide rivers flow. Here, under our feet are
gullies and pits. There, directly above us, overhanging cliffs that threaten to break off. There is no one
human individual who is without suffering.

There is however, a difference. Some are lifting crosses while others are only carrying little
crosses. But everyone is suffering, some more, some less. He who is working, whether it is intellectual
work or labor at some machinery, worries about his work, his business and his income. He walks about
deep in thought, depressed and dissatisfied. He longs for rest and repose, for peaceful and worry-free
days.
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Then, he who is free of such obligations, feels along, left out and doesn’t know what to do with
all his time and with himself. He becomes taciturn, malicious and is always longing for something that
keeps hiding and escaping him. Another envies the parents of a big family while the mother and father
of these children complain about the problems and troubles they have in raising these children. Then,
there is the little child that is never satisfied with what it has. He or she is always reaching out his/her
hands for more. Thus these hands get burned. This child falls over, often hurts itself and is wounded.

The young people who are inexperienced, unconscious, and careless walk not only with half-
closed eyes, but with their eyes completely closed while they are out searching for what seems to them
as happiness. Thus they go there where even angels fear to tread and then they pay for their experience
with tears and complaints.

Old age arrives. It drags in with it mental and physical weaknesses. A person looks back on all
the past years and makes comparisons with what was and with that which now exists, what he was
twenty and thirty years ago and what he has now become. He considers himself the most unfortunate,
most wronged individual and he feels sorry for himself and complains without an end. A person who is
wealthy or at least well-off, lives in continuous anxiety so that he may not lose any of his possessions.
The person who is poor complains about his indigence and his needs. The laborer judges that he has
nothing and that for this reason, he counts for nothing. Therefore he is troubled. An authority figure
finds no satisfaction or taste in his dignity and authority. His duties are difficult and his responsibility is
too great, therefore he pities himself and looks for sympathy from others.

A person’s life is full of new happenings, new events and endless changes. All of them twinkle
like that fire-fly that flits like a shadow and disappears into thin air. At first it’s a disaster but the second
time, it’s a victory. Here it’s a defeat, then it’s a triumph. Sometimes storms, then a gain fair weather,
war and peace. A person must endure all of this because such is human life. He then stands at his grave.
Then, reviewing the scenes of his life that have passed so quickly, he must, if he wants to be sincere, say
the same thing that was said by Job, that man of suffering and patience, “I was in the world, as though |
weren’t.” All of this creates a weak, a very weak picture of human suffering. However, it shows that
every person has his cross and is exposed to suffering.

Man cannot be completely and perfectly happy because there is nothing lasting or perfect here
on earth. Everything is relative, tolerable, changeable or passing. A good example of this is a person’s
health. To what changes and accidents is it subject? Now | am not taking into consideration the
countries that are occupied or the war fronts. | need not reach that far. People in their homes, in the
streets, in the factories and offices are subject to accidents which cripple one and cause death to
another. All you have to do is look into homes for the elderly, to hospitals and to various other
institutions. Among the patients we will see more children and young people than the elderly.

What can be said about friends and friendships? You may have a large circle of friends and
admirers, but for how long? Don’t fool yourself by thinking that they will last forever. You will be making
a big mistake. Let me tell you the truth, they will be your friends as long as you have property and
money. . .as long as you are holding some sort of title and position. . .as long as you are young and
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beautiful, that long and not a day longer. No accountant is ever capable of keeping track of the
instabilities and infidelities committed within a group of friends.

Now think of the difficulties a person faces when he tries to get some kind of property, it costs
him so much time, work, endeavors and efforts, often, for years and years, yet, how easily and how
quickly he can lose all of it. Almost, within the twinkling of an eye, even the elements wage war with
man. Fire can burn his property, water can flood all of his possessions, hail can destroy an entire crop,
rain can flood it, the sun can scorch it, the ground will not give birth to grain. Often the air that we
breathe poisons our life. The palace of the millionaire, the comfortable home of the worker and even
the farmer’s hut hide within its walls not only joy, peace and satisfaction, but also various ailments,
sufferings and sorrows. For man’s life on this earth is like that. People do not know how and cannot
change that fact. Nobody is able to break away from this law nor can they get around it. God the Creator
said, “With hard labor you shall eat from this earth every day of your life. It shall yield you brambles and
thistles and you shall eat wild plants. With sweat on your brow shall you eat your bread until you return
to the soil from which you were taken. For dust you are and into dust you shall return. “Such is God’s
law which binds every person as long as he lives.

As | am explaining to you the connection between life and suffering and also the need for
suffering, it does not mean that | don’t have great sympathy or have any pity for those who suffer or
that | make light of the sorrows, pain and sufferings of people. | have a big heart and a lot of empathy
for everyone who is suffering. | grieve with those who suffer misfortune that throws them off balance
and cancels their plans. However, all the misfortunes and all the sufferings which happen to us should
not weaken our faith or lessen our hope. They shouldn’t break us nor should they rob us of our courage
because through our daily struggles and through suffering a person is ennobled as gold is refined in fire.

However, sufferings which are the result of excesses, wastefulness, negligence or other types of
abuse do not come from the hand of God but are the result of lawlessness and the perversity of the
human heart. These are the ones you must always mark and call these suffering people to change their
ways. As for us who must endure suffering and ailments, not through any fault of our own — we must
imitate Christ and suffer with Christ.

If we would only want to remember that we are human, that would suffice for us to bear all the
trials and difficulties of like. In ancient times, even the pagan philosophers advised one to maintain
peace of mind in every bad accident and in every unfortunate incident. They taught this, wrote about it
and even sang that, “Patience conquers everything!” We are believers and we have the example of our
Savior who taught, “In patience you shall keep your soul.” Again, He said, “One must enter the Kingdom
of Heaven through many worries,” and “The sufferings of this life cannot be compared to the glory of
the future life.”

Let’s look at a few scenes from, Christ’s way of the cross. Before the beginning of this huge task
of Redemption, He retired to the Garden of Gethsemane in order to pray. There, seeing the bloody
details of the sufferings He would undergo, He fell in terror and cried, “My soul is sorrowful until death!”




image5.jpeg
Then He added this humble plea, “Father, if it is at all possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let
it be as you, not |, would have it.”

Do we proceed in like manner before beginning some important matter in our life?

First of all, we forget that we are frail and weak. We set out to accomplish some work as though we
were some kind of Goliath or Samson or Solomon. Then we begin to complain about all the troubles and
burdens involved. Then we go to people for advice and help instead of begging God for help and
support.

Let’s proceed further. A mob armed with rods and clubs is approaching Christ. The leader of this
mob is cunning, false and betraying Judas. The Savior forbids any defense of himself. He commands
Peter, “Put away your sword!” Not only that, but He allowed himself to be betrayed with a kiss. He
spoke gently to his betrayer, “Friend, why have you come?” | don’t know how many of us relate in this
manner with those who have committed the smallest fault against us; who have hurt us by a single
word; who have somehow offended us. We pay them back with jealousy, a burning anger and we look
for occasions or moments of revenge.

Let us accompany Christ to court. The elders and the Pharisees, first before Caiphas and later
before Herod, were throwing all kinds of calumnies, imaginary offenses and filthy accusations in the face
of Christ. False witnesses were verifying these charges. Christ does not refute any of these charges. He
does not explain himself. He patiently bears these insults and is silent. Our Savior is suffering spiritually,
bodily and in His reputation, but He keeps silence. Do we, as His believers, walk in His foot prints?

After the sentence of death was declared by the shifty and indecisive Pilate, the soldiers began
to cruelly torment the defenseless Savior to that point that, “from the bottom of His feet to the top of
But, despite the fact that Christ was writhing in
pain, He called out to his Father, “Forgive them for they know not what they are doing!” What kinds of

His head, there was not a single space without pain

feelings do we have towards out enemies?

“An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” we don’t want to, and we don’t know how to overlook
the least little hurt; sometimes it may even be an imagined one. We don’t even know how to forget
frivolous words or words said thoughtlessly, but think about how to revenge. How easily we forget,
“Forgive and you shall be forgiven; pardon and you will receive pardon.”

Even though Jesus is along in His suffering, He does not forget the sufferings of others. Nailed to
the cross, He turns his eyes to His Sorrowful Mother and to His beloved Apostle. He says to His Mother,
“Woman, behold your son.” Then, turning to His teary-eyed Apostle, He says, “Behold your Mother.”
Christ, though suffering so horribly, consoles others. Is such tenderness and such pity a part of our own
feelings? The poor, the sick and the suffering represent the Lord Jesus for us. He entrusts to our memory
every orphan, every unwanted child, every little old lady whose strength has been sapped and every sick
person. He threatened us with these words: “Judgment shall be without any mercy for those who had
no pity for the poor.”




